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very warm welcome to the  
18th edition of Twyford Life.                           
I hope you have kept fit and 

well despite the best efforts of the 
virus. It has certainly been a 
challenging year. As a school we 
have tried to tackle the myriad 
twists and turns with fortitude  
and the occasional tear! We  
have learnt the hard way that 
meticulous planning can be  
undone expeditiously by last-
minute government edicts:  
cue more planning and 
exasperation! Despite the 
challenges, I have experienced 
many moments of sheer pride. 
Pupils adapted seamlessly, as only 
children can, to online learning as 
we attempted to replicate a normal 
school day online. They then 
returned to the physical School in 
early March full of enthusiasm and 
resilience. Staff were forced to 
adapt quickly to entirely new ways 
of working. Parents were suddenly 
thrust into the role of teacher; 
many discovered that pedagogy is 
often harder than it looks! But we 
all pulled together. Out of adversity 

the most important lessons are 
learned; for me the situation told 
me all I need to know about what  
a wonderful, supportive and 
dynamic community Twyford is. 

Blessedly the summer term 
witnessed the return of the 
traditional sights and sounds: 
leather on willow, school outings 
and camping trips and the Year 8 
Shakespeare Week. This year also 
yielded an excellent crop of 
academic, music and creative arts 
scholarships to an impressive range 
of senior schools – fourteen in total. 
Sadly, we will be saying farewell  
to two long standing and much 
cherished members of staff at  
the end of this academic year. 
Retirement beckons for Alistair Gibb 
(Senior Deputy Head) who has had 
a long and distinguished career; his 
contribution to Twyford will live 
long in its memory. We also bid 
farewell to Sally Johnston who  
has been an outstanding Head of 
Pastoral Care; her dedication to the 
pupils in her care is unsurpassed.  
We wish them both well.

Whilst Covid has dominated 
proceedings, it hasn’t stopped us 
planning and developing for the 
future. At an uncertain time for all 
Prep schools, I want to ensure that 
Twyford offers an excellent 
all-round education that rivals the 
best in the country. One very 
significant step on that journey 
has been the purchase of our new 
boarding house, Orchard Close. 
Not only will it offer modern 
boarding facilities, but it also frees 
up much needed space in the 
main building. This will enable us, 
among other things, to create new 
classrooms, reconfigure our 
administrative offices and have a 
dedicated area for counselling. 

We are desperately hoping that 
September sees a return to 
normality and that we can begin 
to welcome you back to your old 
Prep School again in person – I am 
so looking forward to meeting you!

Andrew Harvey 
Headmaster
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MUSIC BY ZOOM!

YEAR 8s RECORDING IN THE CHAPEL

QUIZ ZOOM VIEW

QUIZ NIGHT
With online quizzes trending during lockdown, it was  
only a matter of time before we hosted one at Twyford! 

And what better way to 
introduce our new Deputy 
Head of Pastoral and 

Operations, Dom Britt, who starts 
in September, to our families? 
Dom is a self-confessed quiz fan 
and has appeared on ‘University 
Challenge’. It was wonderful to 
see 75 Twyfordian families on 
Zoom on an early Friday night in 
the depths of February for half an 
hour of questions aimed at the 
whole family. It was a great 
success and Dom excelled himself 
as Quiz Master. We look forward 
to welcoming Dom and his family 
to Twyford over the summer 
holidays; they will be living  
on site in Grove Lodge.
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The Director of Music, David Hall, has shown great ingenuity 
and resourcefulness in creating virtual performances whilst 
following the guidelines and restrictions in place during the 
national lockdowns and school closures.

“It has been a year of 
re-invention for the whole 
School and, perhaps most of 

all, for the Music Department. We 
faced two huge hurdles. Firstly, 
the government ban on singing 
and playing instruments in groups 
and secondly, the restriction of 
movement of visiting music 
teachers. Within weeks of 
lockdown number one, we had 
300 music lessons taking place 
over Zoom. Our visiting music 
teachers have varying degrees of 
computer literacy; fortunately, 
our pupils are all very tech-savvy!

We are immensely proud of our 
pupils who have maintained 
their musical development and 
progress this year. Several have 
taken the challenge of recording 
examination material straight to 
video for the new Remote 
Performance Assessments 
offered by ABRSM and several 
passed the re-designed online 
music theory exam. Local  
Senior schools also required 
performance videos and  
Zoom interviews for music 
scholarship auditions this year. 

Performing to camera is a new 
- and slightly terrifying - 
experience for many of us, but it 
is an increasingly important skill 
that our musicians will need in 
their future careers.

The Year 3 Nativity play was 
great fun. By performing this 
straight to film we were able to 
use a variety of lovely locations 
around the School and village; 
real sheep appear in several 
scenes! At 25 minutes long, with 
an original script and original 
songs, you can only imagine how 
many hours or rehearsal, filming 
and editing this took. 

The Christmas Carol Service and 
Easter Service were equally 
ambitious projects with 
performances from every year 
group from Reception to Year 8.  
In the Christmas Service, members 
of the Senior Choir sang “Angel-
Song” written for us by Howard 
Goodall CBE. They will have the 
chance to give the live premiere  
in 2021, all being well. 

The Easter Service showcased  
a virtual choir made up of Old 

MASKED PERFORMER  
HOUSE EVENT
With Covid restrictions and the 
School closure in place for most 
of the spring term, creative 
thinking was required to find 
opportunities to bring our whole 
community together from the 
critical care worker children at 
School to the children, parents 
and teachers at home.

House events are an 
important part of uniting 
every child together through 

the year groups. Inspired by the TV 
Show ‘The Masked Singer’ children 
and staff were encouraged to don  
a disguise and mime to a tune – 
could the viewers work out who was 
behind the mask?! Masterminded 
by Tim Goldsmith the event was 
huge fun and enthusiastically 
participated in by all.

ZAC NEWHAM, VISITING ARTIST
Wood mosaic artist, Zac Newham specialises in working with wood  
to create the most astonishing mosaics. A New Forest based artist his 
aim is to teach and inspire children about art and the natural world. 

Year 8 have been working  
on a wonderful project  
this term. They will quite 

literally leave their mark on the 
School in a tree shaped wood 
mosaic mounted on the wall 
facing into the classroom 
courtyard. Visiting over a period  

of 2-3 weekly visits, Zac worked  
with the children to create  
the design of a tree with birds  
and butterflies. The actual 
construction of the mosaics  
will take place in the post-exam 
Leavers programme that Year 8 
enjoy after Common Entrance.

STAFF MOVEATHON
Inspired by Captain Tom, as so many were, the staff challenged 
themselves to a non-stop 24 hour Moveathon Relay on May 27th, to 
fundraise for our chosen School charity, The Wessex Cancer Trust. 

Energised by a new weekly 
staff bootcamp, the 
Moveathon took place in a 

gazebo in front of the Sports 
Hall. The staff had the choice of 
a treadmill, exercise bike or 
rowing machine, much to the 
amusement of the children! 
Those involved through the night 
exercised from home and one 

even cycled through the 
Hampshire sunrise! Headmaster, 
Andrew Harvey, rowed us over 
the finish line to much cheering 
and excitement amongst the 
children who were just arriving 
into School. Our thanks to the 
community’s generous support: 
we have raised just over £4,100.

Twyfordians, staff and parents 
singing the beautiful ‘God So 
Loved the World’ and ‘This  
Joyful Eastertide’.

We can’t wait to get “back to 
normal” and to welcome 

audiences to watch live music and 
drama but, on reflection, whilst it 
has been extraordinarily busy and 
stressful, it has been an enriching 
year. You can expect many more 
music videos in the future!”

ORCHARD CLOSE UPDATE
Planning is underway to turn Orchard Close (photo, front cover)  
into our new boarding house. Work will start in the summer. 

The gardens have been put to 
full use already and are 
hosting our Years 6 and 7 

outdoor residential camping 
weeks. Many of the outward 
bound centres we would normally 
use have been unable to commit 
due to the uncertainties of  
Covid guidelines lifting. 

Camp has therefore been set  
up in the extensive grounds of 
Orchard Close and the bushcraft 
teams are coming to us. Archery, 
crate building, raft building and 
other team activities will be  
the order of the day!

DAVID HALL DIRECTING YEAR 3 SHEPHERDS AND SHEEP ORCHARD CLOSE CAMPING

TIM GOLDSMITH AND THE MASKED PERFORMERS
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Michael “Mickey” Farr was born 
on 6th September 1918 in 
Burma (Myanmar). His parents 
ran a successful tea plantation in 
Ceylon (Sri Lanka). 

Michael came to England 
with his elder brother, 
John, and they were 

educated near the family home in 
Devon before coming to Twyford 
as boarders in September 1926.

Michael left Twyford in April 1932 
to join his brother at 
Charterhouse. In his final year at 
Twyford he was in the 1st XI 
football team, won the 100 yards, 
200 yards and Hurdles at Sports 
Day and, along with two other 
team-mates, came a close second 
in the gardening competition.

Michael left Charterhouse in 1936 
and, like John, went to Sandhurst. 
He was originally destined to work 
for James Hawker and Co., 
Plymouth, a drinks firm founded by 
his maternal great-grandfather in 
the 1820s, but thought fit to serve 
his country first and took a regular 
commission in the 2nd Battalion, 
Durham Light Infantry (2DLI). 

At the outbreak of the Second 
World War, Second Lieutenant 

Michael Farr was one of the first 
to leave England on active 
service. He arrived in France in 
late September 1939 as part of 
the 2nd Infantry Division of the 
British Expeditionary Force (BEF) 
and was quickly deployed to the 
border with Belgium. When the 
Germans attacked in May 1940, 
the 2DLI held the Germans for 
two days until ordered to 
withdraw on 16th May.

During the retreat to Dunkirk, the 
2nd Infantry Division had been sent 
to man 21 miles of the western 
side of the Dunkirk corridor with 
Michael and the rest of the 2DLI 
positioned near St Venant. For four 
days they held off savage attacks 
by four Panzer Divisions resulting  
in over 70% of the Division 
becoming casualties; killed, 
wounded or taken prisoner. Michael 
was among those who became  
a Prisoner of War (PoW).

Michael’s first experience as a 
PoW was from 1st June 1940 at 
Oflag VII C in Laufen Castle, 
Germany. The numbers in this 
camp rose rapidly from around 
300 to over 1200 prisoners. 
Michael spent his time in various 
camp activities such as 
gymnastics, giving lectures and 
learning Hindustani and Spanish. 
In November 1940, Michael was 
treated in hospital for bronchitis. 
He was treated well, but his mind 
was increasingly focused on 
escaping from the PoW camp. 

Michael’s escape attempt from 
Laufen in February 1941, which 
also involved a raid on the Camp 
Commandant’s wine cellar, 
resulted in his recapture and 
transfer to a special camp at 
Poznan in Poland, Stalag XXI D.

In June 1941 he was moved to 
Oflag V B – Biberach PoW 

Camp – and soon put his mind 
to escaping. Michael and 
another officer attempted to 
escape in August 1941, hiding in 
the rubbish cart, but were given 
away by the civilians whom 
they had bribed to hide them. 

In October 1941 Michael was 
moved to Oflag VI B, a PoW camp 
near Warburg in north-western 
Germany, arriving at the same 
time as Wg Cdr Douglas Bader 
RAF, the famous, legless British air 
ace. Life in the camp over the 
winter involved carol singing, 
performing in a pantomime and 
some ice skating and ice hockey. 

In April 1942, Michael and four 
others escaped by crawling 
through the wire whilst the 
attention of the sentries was 
diverted by those in the camp. 
He got as far as Meschede, a 
town some 70km to the west, 
by goods train before being 
caught by a policeman whilst 
walking away from the train.

Returned to Oflag VI B, Michael 
soon put his mind to his next 
escape attempt. From October 
1942 until February 1943 he was 
involved with digging a tunnel 
which, unfortunately, fell in before 
it was completed.

Michael was then sent to Oflag VII 
B, a camp in Eichstätt, Bavaria. In 
June 1943 he escaped by tunnel 
with two others. They walked 
south towards Switzerland and 
managed to cross the Danube 
using a stolen boat before being 
fired at by a policeman and 
rounded-up by the entire 
population of a nearby village.

Lt. Farr’s next Prisoner of War 
camp was the most famous –  
or infamous – of all. Colditz.

Colditz Castle or, more properly, 
Oflag IV C, was a, supposedly, 
escape-proof camp for British, 
French, Polish, Dutch, Belgian and, 
later, American officers who were 
‘prominent’ prisoners or those 
who posed a serious escape risk. 
As Michael wrote to his parents:  
“I have twice succeeded in getting 
away from the other camps but 
have been recaptured both times, 
hence my arrival here.” By the end 
of July 1943, all French, Polish, 
Dutch and Belgian prisoners had 
been moved out, leaving just the 
‘British’ contingent, which 
included Canadians, Australians, 
New Zealanders, South Africans, 
Irish and one Indian. American 
prisoners started to arrive from 
August 1944 and, in 1945, they 

were joined by further  
groups of Poles and French.

One pastime which proved very 
popular with some of the PoWs 
was the production of ‘moonshine’ 
alcohol. Michael used his 
experience with the family drinks 
business to make wine and run the 
castle’s distillery. He even managed 
to make a sparkling wine dubbed as 
‘Château Colditz’; prisoners would 
get black teeth or even temporary 
blindness from consuming this 
beverage – a condition known as 
‘jam happy’ – as it contained many 
impurities. Nevertheless, it is 
recorded in February 1944 that the 
French mess particularly enjoyed 
Michael’s sparkling wine.

There were many escape attempts 
from Colditz and, despite the 
Germans’ best efforts, about  
30 men succeeded in escaping. 
Michael was involved in one of the 
most ambitious plots, the building 
of a glider, known as the ‘Colditz 
Cock’ in the chapel attic space. 
Michael and the other assistants 
in this project were known as 
‘apostles’. The two-man glider 
never flew and was abandoned 
when the castle was captured  
by advancing American  
forces on 16th April 1945.

After the war, Michael was 
appointed a Staff Captain on the 
War Crimes Commission, a post 
he held until he was released from 
the Army to take up an active part 
in his old family business, James 
Hawker & Co. in Plymouth, making 
Hawker’s Pedlars Sloe Gin. In 1946 
he was awarded the MBE for his 
escape efforts whilst a PoW.  
He was an excellent rider, most 
interested in the arts and travel, 
and a keen amateur artist. 

For many years he was the 
organising officer and Patron for 
the Mayflower Project in Plymouth 
and was also Secretary of the local 
branch of the United Nations.

Michael never married and  
had no children. After his death  
on 9th January 1993 he  
was buried in St Petrock’s  
Churchyard, Harford, Devon. 

Andrew Keeling, Archivist
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PRISONER OF WAR:  
MICHAEL FARR 1918-1993 (OT 1932)

COLDITZ CASTLE

FARR AT COLDITZ

THE COLDITZ GLIDER

MICHAEL FARR (1950s)

FARR, TWYFORD SCHOOL 1930

ICE HOCKEY AT OFLAG VI B

Enclosed with the magazine is a records update form. Please return it 
by post or email to twyfordsociety@twyfordschool.com as we 
would love to hear from you with your news, updates, university and 
career news! 

Andrew Keeling, the School’s archivist, would be delighted to hear 
from any Old Twyfordian with information, queries or the offer of 
any archive material.

Email: archives@twyfordschool.com
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Mark 
Lowth  
(OT 1939) 
1926–2021

Tim Lowth (OT 1972) and Mark’s 
son writes: Mark Lowth had a long 
association with Twyford School. 
He joined in 1934, the first of the 
fourth generation of Lowths to  
do so and left in 1939, going to 
Marlborough. He clearly thought 
well of his time at Twyford, as he 
sent his three sons there: the fifth 
generation of Lowths! After his 
National Service including a  
brief period at Oxford University 
he qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant. He joined a company 
involved in specialist engineering 
for buildings. He was Director  
and Company Secretary until 
he retired in 1986.

As a boy, I remember his very real 
enthusiasm for all things Twyford. 
From 1965 –1996, he sat as a 

Trustee (Chair 1978 –1996) or on 
the Governing Body (Chair 
1970 –1975). This was when the 
School was going through a period 
of very significant evolution and 
expansion. His support for the 
School continued for many years 
and his last visit was in 2009, 
during the 200 year celebrations.

As a schoolboy, he showed 
considerable promise at both 
cricket and hockey. In 1939 his 
Hockey Team listing noted ‘M.R.T. 
Lowth hits the ball very hard and 
has the makings of a really good 
player’. He went on to captain 
Southgate Hockey Club’s very 
successful 1st XI for several years. 
He captained the Twyford parents’ 
hockey team in its annual match 
against the masters; a penalty was 
awarded, and my father lined up to 
take the shot. I can still remember, 
as a then-current pupil, enjoying 
the look of concern on Noel Keble 
Williams’ face as, in goal for the 
masters and knowing of my 
father’s reputation for hard hitting, 
he prepared to try and stop it!

Sir 
Christopher 
Audland  
(OT 1939)  
1926–2019

A career diplomat, Sir 
Christopher Audland was one of 
the ‘flying knights’ who shuttled 
between London and Brussels 
negotiating Britain’s entry to 
the Common Market in the 
years leading up to1973. 

Sir Christopher was one of the first 
senior British officials to live and 
work in Brussels as Deputy to the 
Secretary General 1973–1981. 

He was then made Director-
General of Energy a post he held 
until 1986 when he retired. He 
retired to his family home in the 
Lake District where he became 
heavily involved in local heritage 
and conservation matters.

Sir Christopher returned to 
Twyford School during our 
200 year celebrations in 2009 
and spoke of his time at 
Twyford in the service held  
at Winchester Cathedral.

An inaugural member of the 
Bob Wickham Legacy Society, 
the School has recently taken 
receipt of his pledged legacy, 
which will be put to good use 
in our bursary fund.

The  
Right Revd 
Humphrey 
Taylor  
(OT 1951)  
1938–2021

Humphrey Taylor was head boy 
in 1951. In Summer 1951 he 
won the Gerald Philpot Divinity 
Prize, The Vernon Maths Prize, 
the Music Prize and Mr Marsh’s 
English Prize. He was awarded  
a scholarship to Harrow. 
Humphrey then won a 
scholarship to Pembroke College, 
Cambridge to read engineering, 
after completing his National 

Service in the RAF. A year into 
his engineering course, sensing 
his vocation, he switched to 
Theology. Ordained in 1964 he 
spent time working in Malawi 
and on return to the UK at the 
General Synod Board of 
Education. Humphrey was 
consecrated Bishop of Selby in 
1991. The themes of education 
and mission continued to be 
very evident in his ministry as 
Bishop of Selby and in his 
retirement he continued to win 
the respect and affection of 
fellow clergy, colleagues and 
laity for his pastoral gifts, his 
unfailing patience, his wise 
counsel and his deeply held faith.

Mark 
Thornewill  
(OT 1938)  
1925–2020

From Twyford Mark went to 
the Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth: The Twyfordian: 
1938 (Dec) ‘Thornewill also 
deserves congratulations for 
passing into R.N.C Dartmouth 
as well as passing the 
Winchester Entrance 
Examination, which he took, 
entirely without preparation as 
a safeguard against failure in 
either of the Navy 
examinations’ He served in the 
war, aged 17, and earned an 
Arctic Cross medal for bravery. 
Described by Admiral 
Dalrymple Hamilton: ‘He is 
endowed with moral courage, 
he has high ideals and lives up 
to them’. Thornewill left the 
Navy in 1953 to enter St John’s 
Hall, London College of Divinity 

and became an ordained 
deacon in the Anglican Church 
of England. His faith journey 
would become an organising 
principle of his life. In 1966 he 
and his family moved to the 
USA where he spent the rest of 
his life. He was Director of 
Pastoral Care at The Norton 
Hospitals, Louisville, Kentucky. 
In 1983 he set forth on yet 
another new chapter in life and 
retrained as a massage 
therapist. His faith continued 
to deepen in his later years.

Many Twyfordians today will 
remember the fielding trophy 
given each Summer term; a 
silver cricket ball in the round 
and set on a wooden plinth. 
The Twyfordian 1939 Jan: ‘It 
will be awarded at the end of 
each Summer Term for the best 
fielding throughout the cricket 
season and will be called the 
Thornewill Fielding Trophy’. It 
was given by Mark Thornewill 
in 1938 and indeed, it has been 
awarded every year since!

A treasure trove of letters was 
delivered to the school in 
February documenting Richard 
Newton Rycroft’s, known as 
Newton, time at Twyford. 

Weekly letters home were 
part of the Sunday 
routine as a boarder and 

Newton’s mother kept them all 
(noting their arrival date on the 
envelope). Rycroft was a Senior in 
the School when Christopher 
Ollivant arrived in 1930 – they top 
and tail the May 1930 school roll.

The letters reveal the rigours of life 
at Prep School and one not too 
dissimilar to life today – teams, 
scores, sets, exams, exeats etc. 

Our thanks to Nicolas for 
sending to Twyford his  
old school reports. 

His grandmother had kept a 
‘scrap-book’ (in reality a 
beautiful silk covered folio) 

into which had been pasted her 
son Christopher’s school reports 
from his years at Twyford 1930 
- 1934. When Nicolas was sent to 
Twyford in 1958 his mother added 
Nicolas’ reports to the book. 

One thing father and son 
shared of their time at Twyford 
is that both were taught by 
masters Charles Mason and 
Major Bull. Towering figures in 
Twyford’s long history who 
between them worked at the 
School for 100 years! 

LETTERS FROM RICHARD NEWTON RYCROFT 1927–1931

CHRISTOPHER OLLIVANT (OT 1934) & NICOLAS OLLIVANT (OT 1963)

half-holiday, he took us to a place 
called Calshot, which is on the 
sea, opposite to the town Cowes 
on the Isle of Wight, we could see 
the Island plainly as were three 
miles from it, we saw a South 
African steamer.

being mischievous if there  
is mischief going!’

Bob Wickham was known for his 
humane touch: Spring 1961: ‘I’m 
not sure whether the fact that I 
sometimes find him doing silly 
things matters too much as it 
proves his growing self-
confidence. But I would have 
him remember that he won’t 

We had a bathe in the sea, for 
about twenty minutes, I swam a 
little bit in the sea. Then we had tea 
on the shore of a bottle of Ginger 
beer, two sausages, doanuts, buns 
and small cakes. When we got back 
we had been about sixty miles’.

always be a small boy, and that I 
may even depend on him to 
contribute to the orderly running 
of the School before too long’.

Of note as Nicolas left in 1963 
is a telegram sent in March 
1963 notifying Commander 
Ollivant that Nicolas had 
received an Exhibition to Stowe.
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There is much focus on class 
positions and tests, the rhythm of 
cricket and sport, of walks on a 
Sunday, and spotting birds 
(Newton was a keen ornithologist). 
They reveal a glimpse however into 
a somewhat spartan world: frozen 
water in the lavatory, cod liver oil, 
influenza and childhood diseases 
of measles mumps and the 
constant quarantines – whole 
terms could go by with few 
inter-school matches as one or the 
other schools were in quarantine. 
But there were highlights – trips to 
watch Hampshire play cricket, to 
Winchester to see a Gilbert and 
Sullivan, and even trips to Calshot: 

‘Major Bull our form master took 
us out on Friday, which was a 

The layout and style of the reports 
had not changed significantly 
between 1930 and 1958 with 
spatial emphasis given to Classics. 
By 1958, this had been reduced 
but Latin (rather than Classics) is 
still the first subject listed. 

A sentence seemed to suffice  
as an update on the term, 
sometimes just one word: 
Geography (December 1958) ‘Fair’ 
and the master’s initials, other 
times quite terse: Classics (June 
1931) ‘His dirty writing often 
confuses him and always confuses 
me’ No mention of games or sport 
on the report; these were saved 
for the termly Twyfordian. 

Nicolas’ first term (1958) is 
summed up by Headmaster  
Bob Wickham: ‘Very good for  
a first term... Not above  

Obituaries of four notable Old Twyfordians

Mark Lowth and Christopher Audland are listed next door to each other in the 1939 School Roll; it feels fitting that they follow each other in our tributes today.

Archive Artefacts

Old School reports and letters have been sent into the Archives in recent months, giving a glimpse into the past and revealing a curiously familiar world.
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“My career started at a Prep school in Hunstanton, 
Norfolk, where I did anything that was needed doing, 
including teaching maths (and even a little French!), 

marking the pitches, running the boxing and coaching the 
1st XI cricket team. After just a year I was very fortunate 
to be appointed Head of Maths at Amesbury School in 
Hindhead, where I stayed far too long! I joined Twyford in 
September 2009 as Head of Maths. 

I was in need of a change, and it was great to join a 
school, which was, and still is, so strong in all areas of 
school life. But it was also, and still is, a relaxed and 
happy school where perhaps the biggest strength  
is the relationship between staff and pupils. 

I have really enjoyed my time at Twyford; it has been a 
privilege for me to slowly climb the ladder from Head of 
Maths to Director of Studies and eventually to Senior 
Deputy Head in 2019. It has been an honour to work 
with such a fantastic, hardworking and supportive  
staff, and of course the children have been great.”

BEST WISHES TO THE 
FOLLOWING STAFF:

Susie was our School Nurse for 10 years after a 
chance conversation with her colleague on the 
cancer ward at Southampton Hospital, Vicky 

Lewis, led her to Twyford when we were looking  
for a School Nurse. 

With her dedication, her smile, energy and compassion, 
Susie became a much-loved member of the Matrons’ 
room with everyone – children, parents and staff alike. 
During Covid, Susie felt the calling for a return to life in 
the NHS and has taken on the position of District Nurse 
in Lymington and the New Forest. We wish her well and 
know that the NHS is very lucky to have her back!

“I thoroughly enjoyed my time teaching at Twyford 
and the 7 years flew by so quickly. I always felt like 
I was the luckiest to have worked in two such 

fantastic departments: Pre-Prep and the Music School. 
Although I miss everyone immensely, I have relished 
the opportunity to spend more time at home in 
Salisbury with my two girls. It has been a very busy 
period of time for me since I have left and I have found 
myself turning my focus to elements of learning and 
development that I haven’t experienced before! 

I am currently working within the NHS to support the 
educational needs of medical professionals and am 
finding my role extremely rewarding. During these 
testing times, it has been fantastic to see such a 
tremendous organisation pulling together. It was  
this familiar caring environment that, during the first 
week in my new role, led me to believe I would feel 
completely at home – just as I did at Twyford.”

Susie  
Patten 
School Nurse

“I can’t believe I have been at Twyford for over  
17 years. It seems only yesterday that I started 
teaching PSHE 2 days a week, which was a pretty 

new subject at that time. I fell under Twyford’s spell 
pretty fast and have loved almost every moment of  
my time here. I have been privileged to work with  
some amazing young people and wonderful colleagues. 

I am boringly passionate about pastoral care and so am 
really proud of the care our children are given (again a 
team effort). I’ve taught Science, PSHE and even some 
Maths, as well been in 2 houses (Bees and Hornets)  
and very much enjoyed being part of the evening 
boarding teams. It has been a joy and a privilege  
being connected with Twyford and the School and  
its people will always have a big place in my heart.

Sally 
Johnston 
Head of 
Pastoral  
Care

Alistair  
Gibb 
Senior  
Deputy  
Head

Louise  
Wood 
Music  
teacher

WELCOME TO:

FUTURE PLANS

I joined Twyford School in January, the day before 
lockdown, which meant getting to know my team 
and the School was very different with a large 

proportion either working from, or learning at, home. 
Everyone has made me feel incredibly welcome and I 
look forward to bringing my nine year’s experience as 
Bursar at Rydes Hill Prep School in Guildford to 
Twyford. In my spare time I like walking my Airedale 
Terrier in the South Downs near my home in 
Emsworth, sea swimming and being a member of 
Petersfield Triathlon Club. My first two terms at 
Twyford have been full on getting to know the School 
and working on developing Orchard Close into first 
class boarding facilities. I am very excited to have 
joined Twyford at this very special time, to be working 
with Andrew and I look forward to meeting you all and 
being part of the Twyford family for years to come.

The Chalk Mounds (adventure playground) are showing their years 
of enjoyed use and are in need of repairs. We plan to replace and 
improve the equipment over the next couple of school holidays. 

We also intend to establish a transformational bursary fund.

If you would be interested in supporting either of these projects, 
please contact Rebecca on twyfordsociety@twyfordschool.com

Kathryn 
Pillar, 
Bursar

Our best wishes to the following support staff who have 
left this term after many years of service: Mike and Phyllis 
Justice, Julie Thomas, Emma VIncent and Vince McKeown.


